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CLAIMS 

1. A method of assembling steering columns, 
comprising the steps of: 

forming a cylindrical column jacket; 
forming a pair of joint projections 
comprising inner surfaces in a circular arc shape 
conforming to an outer surface of said column 
jacket on a bracket; 

temporary fitting said projections of said 
bracket along the outer surface of said column 
jacket; and 

crimping said projections into the outer 
surface of said column jacket. 
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2. A method of assembling steering columns, 
.comprising the steps of: 

forming a cylindrical column jacket; 
forming a pair of flat surfaces back to back 
on an outer surface of said cylindrical column 
j acket ; 

forming a pair of joint projections 
comprising flat inner surfaces conforming to the 
pair of flat surfaces of said column jacket on a 
25 bracket; 

temporary fitting said projections of said 
bracket along the flat surface of said column 
jacket; and 



14 



PA(X20/29*IKVDAT 1(111212004 3:20:27 AM [EastemOaylightrime]'SVR:DCm^^^ 



'04$10^12aW16li03i) JSfe: 01012026285116 m:inWM R:223 P. 21/29 



crimping said projections into the flat 
surface of said column 



5 



3. A method Of assembling steering columns 
according to claim 1 or claim 2, wherein in 
forming said a pair of joint projections, said 
projections are symmetrically formed with respect 
to the center of said bracket. 



10 4. A method of assembling steering columns 
according to claim 1 or claim 2, wherein in 
crimping said projections, these are crimped with 
a punch which is pressed toward the center of said 
column jacket. 
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5. A method of assembling steering columns 
according to claim 1 or claim 2, wherein in 
forming said column jacket, a cylindrical column 
jacket is formed from a mild steel tube. 

6. A method of assembling steering columns 
according to claim 1 or claim 2, wherein in 
forming said column jacket, a cylindrical column 
jacket is formed from an Al-Mn alloy tube. 
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